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MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIRERS AND DEALERS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Ms A. Sanderson (Minister for Commerce), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Commerce) [1.16 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
Today I introduce the Motor Vehicle Repairers and Dealers Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. The bill will amend 
the Motor Vehicle Repairers Act 2003, or the repairers act, and the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act 1973, the dealers 
act. The bill is part of a package of regulatory reforms the McGowan government has initiated to support business 
by streamlining decision-making and improving efficiencies. 
Businesses that participate in buying or selling motor vehicles are required to have a licence under the dealers act, 
and businesses that participate in repairing motor vehicles are required to hold a separate licence issued under the 
repairers act. At present, a large proportion of motor vehicle repairers are also licensed motor vehicle dealers and 
therefore are required to hold two licences. However, the processes and time periods for renewing licences under 
these two acts are inconsistent. This creates problems for the motor vehicle industry and government, which has 
responsibility for administering occupational licence regimes. Under the dealers act, a licence may be renewed 
every three years and renewal applications must be lodged with the Commissioner for Consumer Protection not 
more than two months before the date on which the licence expires and not more than 28 days after the date on 
which the licence expires. By contrast, under the repairers act, a licence may be renewed every three years, but an 
application for the renewal of a business licence is required to be made not later than 28 days before the expiry of 
a licence, unless the Commissioner for Consumer Protection agrees to shorten the period. Under the repairers act, 
there is no capacity for the commissioner to accept applications for renewal after the expiry of the licence. These 
provisions therefore are inconsistent with the dealers act. This means that a repairer’s licence ceases if it is not lodged 
with the commissioner before its expiry date, which disrupts business continuity. If a repairer’s licence ceases, 
repairers are then required to reapply for a licence from scratch, including having to submit a host of documents 
in support of what is considered a new application, which can be particularly time consuming and add to the 
administrative burden of the business and government. 
The bill addresses these problems by amending the repairers act and the dealers act to create a consistent licensing 
renewal regime for both motor vehicle repairers and motor vehicle dealers. Amendments to the repairers act will 
permit the commissioner to accept applications for licence renewals not more than two months prior to the date that 
the licence expires, which will bring the act into line with provisions applying under the dealers act. This effectively 
extends the time period for repair businesses to manage their licence renewal applications by approximately 
two months. The amendments to the repairers act and the dealers act will also allow motor vehicle repair and car 
dealer businesses to trade pending a decision by the commissioner on their renewal application. This is an important 
change as it will provide certainty and continuity for these businesses and avoid the potential significant disruption 
of their day-to-day operations. 
Amendments to the repairers act also provide for a late payment fee when an application for renewal of a trading 
licence is received within 28 days after the expiry date of the licence. The amendment is consistent with the existing 
provisions in the dealers act and will encourage business to renew their licences on time and help offset the costs 
to government of processing late renewal applications. Lastly, the amendments also clarify that if a licence is 
renewed, including for those applications received within 28 days after expiry, the renewal is to apply on and from 
the date that the previous licence expired. The proposed amendments will streamline processes and will help support 
business continuity and avoid additional costs for business and government. The amendments will also bring the 
motor industry into line with the requirements that apply under other occupational licensing schemes administered 
by the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr P.J. Rundle. 
 


	MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIRERS AND DEALERS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2021
	Introduction and First Reading
	Second Reading


